


Woodlands that shade the local roads, stars that 
shine in the dark night sky, clean streams that  
flow into the East Branch of the Brandywine Creek, 
and Victorian-era homes that grace historic 
Glenmoore Village—these features, and more,  
can be found in Wallace Township, Chester County,  
a community that strives to retain rural character  
and to accommodate new growth in a manner  
that preserves the natural areas, historic sites  
and scenic views that residents cherish.
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C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  
A  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N

While comprehensive plans contain no regulations or 
requirements, they help townships:

1. Focus on the “Big Picture.” The comprehensive 
plan offers a rare opportunity to look broadly at 
issues like housing, commercial development and 
recreational facilities in terms of how they relate to 
each other. The larger view of the community can 
help give perspective to the day-to-day issues that 
arise at the Township offices.

2. Examine existing conditions and trends. 
Communities change constantly. As the age of 
residents and characteristics of households change, 
what they want from their community may also 
change. Comprehensive plans can identify trends 
that are taking the Township and region in new 
directions. 

3. Engage the public. Comprehensive plans give 
residents an opportunity to contribute to the 
“big picture” ideas and to speak out about their 
concerns and vision for the community’s future. 

4. Guide zoning decisions. Zoning regulates 
how property owners may use and develop their 
property. A comprehensive plan sets forth the 
public purpose and rationale for such regulations.

5. Guide public investment decisions. Supporting 
community growth and economic development 
often requires public investment. Examples range 
from road repairs, to sanitary sewer repairs and, 
upgrades to parks. A comprehensive plan guides 
where such investment should be directed.

6. Guide private investment. The comprehensive 
plan helps private developers and investors 
understand local priorities and sets expectations for 
future public infrastructure investment.

7. Support grant proposals. A well-developed 
strategy with articulated shared goals draws funding 
agencies. When a grant application meets the 
funder’s programmatic goals and the community’s 
comprehensive plan goals, funding success 
increases.

8. Identify public initiatives and follow-up 
planning. Comprehensive plans often lead 
the way for more specific, focused programs or 
planning, such as a zoning ordinance revision, 
a neighborhood plan, or park master plan. 
Sometimes initiatives that are more organizational 
in nature arise, such as the need to form a new 
committee to address a local concern, or the need 
for a volunteer program.  
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H I S T O R Y  O F  P L A N N I N G  I N 
W A L L A C E  T O W N S H I P

This plan is by no means the first planning effort for 
Wallace Township. Prior to this update, the Township 
adopted the first Comprehensive Plan in 1965, later 
updated in 1986. The Township has also conducted 
other local studies and participated in regional plans, 
especially around protection of the natural areas that 
distinguish the Township. Those studies included: 
Policies and Management Program for Wastewater 

Facilities (1995, Tatman & Lee Associates), Open 
Space Recreation and Environmental Resources Plan 
(2003, Natural Lands Trust), Upper East Branch 
Brandywine Creek Watershed Conservation Plan 
(2004, Brandywine Conservancy), Regional Resource 
Protection Plan (2006, The Federation of Northern 
Chester County Communities), and, Botanical Survey 
of Wallace Township (2007, Ebert, Holt, et al). 

P U R P O S E

In Pennsylvania, The Pennsylvania Municipalities 
Planning Code (Act 247 of 1968, as amended) gives 
local government the responsibility and authority to 
adopt comprehensive plans and to enact the land use 
regulations that implement those plans. Such plans 
shall be reviewed at least every ten years. Wallace 
Township’s Comprehensive Plan provides a rational 
basis for Township decision-making in terms of 
protecting community values, guiding growth and 
on providing adequate services to residents. As a 
basic planning document, the comprehensive plan 
contains no regulations or requirements. Its purpose 
is to provide the foundation of data, analysis and 
policy necessary to create development controls and 
to provide services that satisfy the needs of Township 
residents. The 1986 Wallace Township Comprehensive 
Plan still resonates today:

“The Plan need not bring about sweeping changes 
in what exists today, but should serve as a guide to 
future development as a means of maintaining those 
qualities in the community which are cherished.”

On May 18, 1971, Article I of the Pennsylvania 
Constitution was amended by the addition of Section 
27, Natural Resources and the Public Estate. This 
Article states that:

“The people have a right to clear air, pure water, 
and to the preservation of the natural, scenic, 
historic and aesthetic values of the environment. 
Pennsylvania’s public natural resources are the 
common property of all the people, including 
generations to come. As trustee of these resources, 
the Commonwealth shall conserve and maintain 
them for the benefit of all people.”

Through this Comprehensive Plan Update, Wallace 
Township recognizes its responsibility to protect those 
public resources within the Township.
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