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Residents cited “rural” character as the highest rated 
neighborhood amenity in Wallace Township. Springton 
Manor, a Chester County Park, conserves the forests, 
meadows, and specimen trees that residents value.
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3
P U B L I C  P A R T I C I P A T I O N

Goals and Policies

Beginning in March 2013, the Wallace Township 
Planning Commission and representatives from 
Township advisory committees met a multitude of 
times over the course of this update, to develop the 
plan. All meetings were open to the public. The 
planning process included additional venues for public 
participation:

May 2013 Public Forum
The Township held a public forum on May 22, 
2013 at the Township Building. The consultants led 
participants through a series of visioning exercises. 
Committee members gave an overview of special 
features in Wallace Township including natural areas, 
historic structures, and, parks, trails and community 
events. The Township asked participants: 1) the three 
things they would miss the most if they moved away 
from the Township; and 2) one great idea they would 
like the Township to implement, resulting from this 
plan update.

The list that follows sets out the answers to the 
question of what residents would miss most, grouped 
into the following themes:

a. Quiet, peaceful, private and slower pace of life.

b. Self-sufficiency regarding drinking water and 
waste water treatment.

c. Low crime.

d. The Brandywine Creek with its small tributaries, 
high water quality, surrounding woodlands, green 
space and accessibility to residents.

e. The community—a sense of belonging to a 
“tight-knit” place, with a “non-urban”/country/
small town feeling.

f. Minimal traffic and no traffic lights.

g. Living near nature, offering diverse experiences 
including: places habited by peepers and 
bluebirds; Springton Manor and Marsh Creek 
Parks; hiking trails; dark skies; beautiful trees, 
flowers, open fields, woods and great vistas.

Participants divided into three groups and came up 
with the following for the “one great idea:”

GROUP 1: A family restaurant with good food 
and good prices in Wallace Township.

GROUP 2: A Town Center. Further explanation 
clarified that town center did not refer 
to a new, big, mixed-use development. 
Instead, “Town Center” envisions a 
village atmosphere where people could 
gather in the community, perhaps over 
coffee, and accessible on foot, as well 
as by driving.

GROUP 3: Preserve the rural character!
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On-line Questionnaire
The steering committee developed an on-line 
questionnaire posted on the Township website in 
March 2013 and promoted in a Township newsletter 
mailed to all residents. Although not a statistically 
valid survey, the on-line questionnaire provided an 
opportunity to obtain feedback from 212 residents. 

Questionnaire respondents indicated the ages 
of persons residing in their household. The 212 
respondents represent 6%, of the 3,458 person 
population. The household composition of those who 
answered the on-line questionnaire can be compared 
to the actual Township age groups, as provided from 
United States Census data. While the data on age 
groups does not sort exactly in the same manner 
between the two sources, one can still observe that the 
respondents closely mirror the Wallace population as a 
whole (see table below).

The questionnaire asked participants to choose 
three of the most desirable characteristics of their 
neighborhood. The top three choices were:

1. rural character (77%)

2. scenic attractiveness (60%)

3. good schools (56%)

Regarding the importance of public services, three 
services received an approval rating over 50%:

1. protect drinking water (82%)

2. manage development (74%)

3. preserve open space (72%).

The questionnaire asked which recreational 
activities respondents participate in and which they 
support the Township making available. Reflecting 
national trends, 85% listed hiking and walking as 
their top recreational activity, followed closely by 
80% who listed nature enjoyment and contemplation 
as their top recreational activity. Support for the 
Township providing a series of 13 activities was, in all 
cases, supported by a majority of the respondents, with 
all activities receiving a 59% to 90% approval rating. 

Over 51% of respondents indicated that they 
participate in community events, the highest 
participation levels of all organized Township 
activities, including sports. The high participation rate 
reflects the well organized and executed community 
programs (Community Day, Movie Nights, Tree 
Lighting, etc.) offered by Wallace Township. 

In response to the question of which two 
investments the Township should make, those 
receiving the highest approval rating were:

1. purchase more parks and open space (44%)

2. provide more trails (40%)

3. improve facilities at existing parks and ball fields 
(38%)

Participants rated all natural resources, from a list 
of nine, as highly important to protect, receiving 
ratings of 56% to 91%, groundwater receiving the 
highest rating. 

HOUSEHOLD POPULATION FROM ON-LINE SURVEY HOUSEHOLD POPULATION FROM U.S. CENSUS DATA

On-line survey age group (years) On-line survey percentage U.S. Census data age group (years) U.S. Census data percentage

0–11 15 0–9 17

12–18 11 10 –19 16

19– 45 26 20– 44 25

45– 65 36 45– 65 33

Over 65 11 65 and over 9
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Regarding services, residents gave more than 
50% approval ratings to all services provided by the 
Township with snow removal receiving the highest, 
95%, rating and police protection receiving the lowest 
rating, although still at 51%. Regarding the question 
of whether the Township should increase spending for 
Township services, two of 11 service areas received 

more than a 50% response—police protection 
(50%) and nature areas (53%). Regarding land use 
regulation, 52% of respondents indicated satisfaction 
with the current level of regulation in Wallace.

Both the public forum and on-line questionnaire sent 
the same message—preserve rural character!

Questionnaire results can be found in Appendix E.

Stone walls and shaded roadways 
contribute to Wallace Township’s 
rural character.

G O A L S

In order to help frame the policies and initiatives 
called for in the Comprehensive Plan, the Township 
developed three overarching goals: 

Goal 1: Protect Rural Character

Goal 2: Guide Future Growth

Goal 3: Provide Community Services and Facilities

P O L I C I E S

The Comprehensive Plan organizes policies according 
to the three goals, as follows:

Goal 1: Protect Rural Character
Wallace Township is a rural community located on 
the exurban “edge” of the expanding Philadelphia 
suburbs, in the Schuylkill Highlands. The East Branch 
of the Brandywine Creek, extensive woodlands, dark 
skies and rolling hillsides—these are the qualities that 
will continue to make living in Wallace Township a 
unique experience. A legacy of conserving historic 
structures and scenic views further defines the 
rural character and quality of life for residents. The 
following policies protect the rural character of 
Wallace Township:

Natural Resource and Open Space Policies
1. Preserve and protect natural resources for the 

health of the regional ecosystem and as unique 
amenities for future generations to enjoy.  

2. Protect and enhance groundwater recharge areas, 
streams, wetlands and riparian areas in order to 
preserve water quality and quantity.

3. Look for opportunities to expand and interconnect 
the open space system through public and private 
land conservation means.

4. Support and collaborate with local land trusts and 
environmental organizations to support the sound 
stewardship of public and private lands in the 
Township.
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5. Balance the protection of natural resources and 
open space with the rights of property owners to 
use and enjoy their property.

6. Continue to support and implement the applicable 
recommendations of adopted plans regarding 
natural resources and open space including the 
Open Space, Recreation and Environmental Resources 
Plan (1993) and the Upper East Branch, Brandywine 
Creek, River Conservation Plan (2004) and the 
Northern Federation Natural Resources Plan (2006). 

7. Strive to meet the conservation goals of the county 
open space and water resources plans, Linking 
Landscapes (2002) and Watersheds (2002). 

Historic, Cultural and Scenic Resource Policies
1. Identify and protect the Township’s historic, 

cultural and scenic resources that define its heritage 
and protect these features from the encroachment 
of incompatible development. 

2.  Look for opportunities to enhance the identity of 
historic Glenmoore Village through adaptive reuse 
incentives, and pathways connecting the village to 
surrounding parks, school and neighborhoods.

3. Educate the public on the importance of preserving 
the Township’s culture and heritage.

Goal 2: Guide Future Growth
Wallace Township desires to guide inevitable growth 
in a planned and orderly fashion and to provide for 
a range of land uses consistent with the protection 
of community values identified through public 
participation as outlined in this Chapter. Future 
development shall be: respectful of existing land 
use patterns; innovative in response to new design 
and uses; and deferential to the carrying capacity of 
Township roads and ecosystems. Wallace Township 
acknowledges the responsibility to protect the stability 
of residential areas from adverse impacts of new 
development. Commercial and Industrial development 
will be accommodated consistent with the local 
landscape character and have adequate infrastructure 
available. Institutional uses will be permitted in 
rural areas only when such uses contribute to the 
permanent conservation of open space. The following 
policies guide growth in Wallace Township:

1. Establish a balance between growth and 
preservation by encouraging development to 
locate in appropriate areas of the Township while 
pursuing strategies to protect natural, historic and 
cultural resources, and open space. 

2. Preserve historic and cultural resources in their 
appropriate settings as new development occurs.

3. Encourage the provision of a variety of housing 
styles and types to accommodate a wide range of 
housing preferences, income levels and household 
types. 

4. Accommodate industrial uses to the degree that 
the market indicates they are needed and provide 
incentives for “green” industry that focuses on 
renewable energy and recycling.

5. Target commercial and institutional uses to those 
areas with adequate infrastructure to serve the use.

6. Encourage the use of renewable energy resources. 

Maintaining development setbacks 
from streams, known as “riparian 
buffers,” maintains water quality.



47

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE
Wallace Township,  Chester  County,  PA

Goals  and Pol ic ies

DRAFT: Apri l  2015

7. Where new development requires transportation 
improvements, require context sensitive design 
that provides effective transportation solutions 
while conserving and enhancing the rural, historic, 
and natural environments.

8. Investigate opportunities to work with neighboring 
municipalities to develop mutually beneficial 
strategies for accommodating growth, protecting 
natural and cultural resources and encouraging 
economic development.

Goal 3: Provide Community Services  
and Facilities
Wallace Township strives to provide those community 
facilities and services that meet the needs of current 
and future residents, to the reasonable extent of the 
Township’s financial resources. Where such services 
are provided by others, the Township intends to 
periodically monitor the quality and cost of such 
services and intervene to improve such services 
should the need exist. General policies for community 
facilities and services emphasize the need to monitor 
existing facilities and services and improve, support, 
and expand such offerings where warranted.

Emergency Services Policies
1. Continue financial support to the Glenmoore 

Fire Company that and other emergency service 
providers to Wallace Township.

2. Continue to rely on the Pennsylvania State Police 
to meet the police protection needs of Township 
residents and increase public outreach as to their 
services.

3. Develop a radio network that will allow all 
emergency service providers serving the Township 
to communicate and respond to emergencies in an 
efficient and coordinated manner.

Water, Wastewater and Stormwater  
Infrastructure Policies
1. Ensure the availability of environmentally sound 

sewage treatment systems and disposal techniques 
available to serve existing development and 
appropriate residential and business growth.

2. Continue to follow the required steps for 
compliance with NPDES Phase II requirements as 
outlined in the MS4 permit regulating municipally-
owned stormwater facilities.

3. Continue to rely on the development of onsite 
water supply systems creating a sustainable 
community without the need to import water from 
sources outside the Township.

Recreation and Trails Policies

1. Provide opportunities to connect municipal 
facilities, schools and other community uses with 
pedestrian pathways, available for use by students, 
employees and residents.

2. Provide a balance of passive and active recreational 
areas and facilities for the use, health and 
enjoyment of residents.

3. Provide public access to and manage natural 
lands in community parks to maintain the 
environmental quality of these lands. 

Springton Manor Elementary School, an 
example of the high quality community 
facilities in Wallace Township.
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4. Connect the recreational uses and green spaces in 
the Township.

5. Continue to work with local youth sports 
organizations such as Glenmoore Girls Softball and 
Glenmoore Eagle Youth Association to meet the 
organized sports needs of the Township.

Transportation Policies
1. Develop and maintain a safe, efficient, convenient 

and adequate Township-wide transportation system 
to serve existing and future needs of residents and 
others using the Township road network.

2. Continue to provide regular road maintenance to 
ensure that local roads are maintained in optimum 
condition thereby extending the life of the 
roadway and minimizing the need for major road 
reconstruction.

3. Consider traffic calming strategies as appropriate, 
in both new development and existing road 
projects, to ensure safety and promote better 
circulation.

4. Develop strategies to continually identify and 
correct roadway problems, and assign priorities to 
any needed improvements.
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