
WALLACE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
 
December 4,2008
 

A Regular Meeting of the Wallace Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on 
Thursday, December 4, 2008 at 7:30 PM in the Township Building b Chairman Bryan 
McDonaugh. 

Supervisors present:	 Bryan W. McDonaugh 
Robert Jones 
William Moore 

Solicitor:	 Michael G. Crotty Esquire 

Pledge of Allegiance 

The meeting was begun with a recitation of the PIe 

Executive Session 

Chairman McDonaugh noted that an executi 
order to discuss litigation and personnel m [ers. 

Minutes 

Supervisor Jones move pe isors minutes from November 6 2008 
be approved as submitted. u erv the motion, which carried unanimously. 

Correspondence 

Forty-ei corre pondence were noted as received. A list of the 
corresponden ual pieces of correspondence is available for public 
inspection. 

Treasurer's Repo 

Township Treas r Nanette Harvey gave the Treasurer's report, which is available at the 
Township Building for review. Thirty-three (33) invoices totaling $140,645.83 are before the 
Township Supervisors for their approval. Chairman McDonaugh noted one of the items for 
payment was the result of an audit performed by PennDOT of the Township's liquid fuels 
account. The Township Treasurer read the letter received from PennDOT concerning the audit. 
The audit revealed that a 2007 road project exceeded the minimum threshold for bidding, but had 
not been bid. The audit accordingly recommended that the Township transfer the cost of the 
project, $14,752, from the general funds to the liquid fuels account. Chairman McDonaugh 
noted that the issue arose because former road foreman suggested certain milling work in 
addition to other work being done on Marshall Road, the combination of which exceeded the 
requirements in the Second Class Township Code and should have been put out to bid. 



After discussion, Supervisor Jones moved that the invoices noted on the bills list in the 
aggregate amount of $140,645.83, be authorized for payment. Supervisor Moore seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously. 

Brandywine Regional Police 

Chief Kocsi was not present to provide his report, nor was any repOlt submitted. 

Historical Commission 

Planning Conunission Liaison Janet Grashof gave the report of the Historical 
Commission. She noted that the oral history of Katie Stevens has been completed. Also the HC 
noted that it continues to request that the tree near the old springhouse be removed by Heritage. 
The Township Secretary noted that she had spoken with the r resentative from Heritage today 
and the Township also faxed Heritage a follow up letter co ing the tree. Mrs. Grashof also 
noted that the HC is continuing its work on possible to Article of the Zoning 
Ordinance, which she repOlted was progressing well. Further, t is cont' 'ng to work with 
the Township Engineer in order to prepare b' specification th epair work to the 
Indiantown schoolhouse. The Township is also s . 'ng to hea e grant and matching 
fund applications that it had previously submitted. 

EAC 

Mark Bainbrid resent rovide the report of the Park and Recreation Board. 
The Park and Rec endin at Jamie Dejesus be approved as a member of the 
Board. The Sup. at th will interview him in the near future in order to act 
on the reques apped the Park and Rec events for 2008, which included 
Conununity 110 een P , and which will include the holiday party on December 
14, 2008. The h party will begin with the tree lighting at the Indiantown Schoolhouse at 
6:00 p.m., followed rol' g. The Park and Rec Board would appreciate the donation of any 
holiday lights. In 200 Park and Rec Board anticipates hosting the same events as it had 
hosted in 2008. The Par. and Rec Board noted that it has received requests for bringing back the 
bluegrass festival, but it would be difficult because it is short-staffed. Township residents are 
encouraged to volunteer. 

Wallace Trust 

The Trust is continuing to work with Supervisor Moore and the EAC concerning the 
damage caused by the spraying done by Columbia Pipeline. Some issues remained to be worked 
out. A more detailed repOlt would be provided at the next BOS meeting. One of the issues that 
the EAC is reviewing is whether the spraying affected the blue heron and turtle populations in 
the area. 



Municipal Authority 

Chairwoman Barbara D'Angelo noted that the Authority held its regular meeting last 
month. The treatment plant for the Rorkellfighspire Estates subdivision is close to being on-line, 
which is expected next spring after state and township inspections. Also, the Authority is 
working with the school in order to recalibrate its flow meters in order to ensure that they are 
accurate. Lastly, Supervisor Jones noted that the Township has been notified that no one has 
been marking the sewage lines pursuant to requests from PA One Call. Chairwoman D'Angelo 
noted that it appears that there is a breakdown in communication to the Authority from PA One 
Call. The Authority previously addressed the issue with PAOne Call, but it appears to 110t have 
been resolved. She will follow up with the Authority Secretary in order to make sure that it is 
corrected. 

Planning Commission 

s report. With 
loper is revising 

Old Business 

alhalla Brandywine conditional use matter have been 

b. o ro ect: C lrman McDonaugh noted that the Cody Barimani's Eagle 
Scout project has ved its approval, with the Township Engineer having approved the design. 

c. Police: sor Jones began the discussion on the policing options for the 
Township. He noted th ,after consideration of the discussions over the last several months the 
issues with the Brandywine Regional Police Department and the due diligence conducted 
concerning all of the potential policing options, the State Police is the best and most appropriate 
option for the Township to pursue for 2009. He further noted that the Township would and 
should continue to evaluate its policing needs as time progresses. The Township Supervisors 
have met with the State Police and Supervisor Jones has met with the nearby municipalities 
utilizing State Police, both of which have noted the extensive range of services and coverage that 
the State Police can provide. Two open houses were also held on the range of policing services 
for Wallace Township. In considering the above, Supervisor Jones move that, pursuant to 
Wallace Township, East Brandywine Township and the Brandywine Regional Police 
Commission having reached an agreement in principle as to dissolution and subject to frnaJ 
execution of a dissolution agreement: a) the Board of Supervisors rescind the prior motion of 



July 31, 2008, authorizing the steps to establish a township police department, and authorize the 
Township Solicitor to take any and all necessary steps in order to effect the same; and b) that the 
Township utilize state police coverage as of January 1, 2009, and authorize the Township 
Solicitor to take any and all necessary steps in order to effectuate the same. Supervisor Moore 
seconded the motion. 

Extensive discussion ensued. Les Neri of the Pennsylvania Fraternal Order of he Police 
was present on behalf of the Brandywine Regional Police Officers Association to request that the 
Board extend the services with the Brandywine Regional Police Department through the end of 
March in order to allow his office to assist the Township in consideration of fonning its own 
police department. Mr. Neri felt that the BRPC had been dissolved improperly and that there 
would be labor claims as a result. The Supervisors indicated that the Township would be willing 
to consider working with the FOP in the future as to such a proposal, but that the State Police 
remained the best and most appropriate option for the Townsh' in 2009, notably for purposes of 
budgeting certainty. Township Resident John Lumberg q .oned as to why the FOP did not 
come forward earlier in the process to assist the Townsh' d of threate 'ng the Township 
with lawsuits at the 11 th hour. Additional public commen heard the following 
Township residents: Cathy Poole, John Combs, J Potts, Sand fel olm Lumberg, Joe 
Glass, Mark Eschbacher, Stu Frederick, Tom S vette Lew! annon O'Brien, John 
Fromeyer, Dawn Herpal, and Bob McCallister. Th ed whether the Township 
should extend the dissolution through the nd of M ch . Neri had proposed and 
the range of services to be provided b State Pol The pervisors noted that the issues 
with the BRPC have been percolating for past se ral years and that continuing with the 
BRPC would cause tax increases as the Towns was r red to contribute more money to the 
BRPC. Chainnan McDonaug e t t the Township s contribution in 2000 
was $250,000, while its co tr ut be approximately $800,000 - despite that 
the Township's populatio ad only wn 6%. The Township had attempted to work out better 
tenns with East Brand ownshi d the BRPC several times, to no avail. Supervisor 
Jones further note t con . g to St olice would allow the Township to eliminate the 
Township prope ax, hich, ed b one resident, would provide much needed tax relief to 
the Township" lderly ulation. Supervisors noted that the policing decisions have been 
difficult, bu , age aluate the options available to the Township, the Board needs to 
move forward in est interests of the Township. At the conclusion of the discussion and 
having considered t e comments, Chainnan McDonaugh noted that a motion was 
presented on the floor. pervisors voted in favor of the motion. 

d. Proposed 2009 Budget: After a short break, the Supervisors began discussion of the 
2009 budget. Copies of the proposed budget were distributed to the Tov<nship residents 
remaining in attendance. The Supervisors read through the proposed budget. Supervisor Jones 
noted that the real estate transfer taxes would be reduced to $0 (0 mils). The overall goal was to 
be conservative in estimating the income and liabilities of the Township. Money was budgeted 
for repairs to the Indiantown Schoolhouse, as well as for remaining dissolution issues. The Park 
and Recreation funds were increased slightly in order to account for the possibility of the 
bluegrass festival. The Roadmaster has also met with Duane as to the need for a 
replacement/rotation plan for the Township trucks, as well as for the needs of the road 
department. Overall, the proposed budget shows a $100,205 surplus. After discussion 
concluded of the proposed budget, Supervisor Jones moved that the Township advertise the 



notice of the availability of the proposed 2009 budget. Supervisor Moore seconded the motion, 
which carried unanimously. The proposed 2009 budget would be considered at the BOS meeting 
on December 29,2008, and would be posted on the Township's website. 

New Business 

a. Organization Meeting and Miscellaneous Notices: Supervisor Jones also noted that 
there were a few other notices pertaining to the Organization Meeting and year-end for the 
Supervisors to approve. Supervisor Jones accordingly moved that the Township advertise the 
following notices: a) Notice of Organizational Meeting on January 5 2009; and b) Notice of 
Intent to Appoint Barbacane Thornton as Independent Auditor at the Organizational Meeting. 
Supervisor Moore seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

Public Comment 

Respectfully submitted, 

Betty Randzin 
Township Secretary 


