
March 24, 2008 Minutes - Wallace Township Historical Commission 

The meeting was held at the Wallace Township Building at 7:00 PM. Called to order by 

Chairman Jennifer Harkins. Attendees: Jennifer Harkins, Stephanie Grunwell, Jane Davidson, 

Roz Brewster, Bill Brewster, Isabelle Blank, Bonnie Radford, Elaine McGrew, Janet Grashof, 

Beverly Bock. Guests: Skip McGrew, Albert Greenfield. 

Jennifer asked Albert Greenfield to present his project, Valhalla Brandywine Development, 

before we started the regular program. To start the discussion, Jane referred to the Historic 

Impact Study of the project completed in January by Wise Preservation Planning. Because of the 

large size, Jane was allowed to take it on her extended vacation in order to have time to 

carefully review it. She presented her Executive Summary Review. All members and Mr. 

Greenfield were given a copy and we reviewed it line by line. (Copy enclosed.) Much discussion 

but no action was taken, and Mr. Greenfield made several notations to reference later. 

Mr. Greenfield brought prints of his Valhalla Brandywine Development sketches, which has 

been in the design process for some time, and have been changed regularly. He demonstrated 

how the traffic patterns would be designed, some new ideas, and also how the Trail would 

proceed through the Village. Our Commission will have full access to a set of plans for our 

impact study. The land developing plan is evolving. Bob Wise will be asked to review the list of 

historic resources in the entire area to be developed, and identify them on the plans. The 

Commission will need to see larger plans to make any decisions. 

Skip, representing the Planning Commission, said they had received no application of plans yet. 

Will the township ordinance required some adjustments for this development as there may be 

some discrepancies? We will document our historic resources even if they are not in our 

ordinance, but are in Federal and State Law. 

Jane has already taken some further action. She has contacted Mary Ann Zeiders of the 

Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) to review together the original European continental 

survey tines and hedge rows. Also we need to have access to the Open Space Plan on file to 

have survey lines more visible. Jane has arranged a contact to obtain a list of Native 

Pennsylvania Vegetation from the National Park Service. 

MINUTES 

Isabelle made a motion to accept the February Minutes. Roz seconded. All in favor. Approved 

CORRESPON DENCE 

Roz and Bill brought a copy of our fourth printing of the Green Book Discussion of where to 

store them (in our new file cabinet at the Township Building). Also several copies in the 

Secretary's office to sell to the public. We haven't received the bill yet, so will decide then. ii', 

the past it has cost us $4.00 per book and we have sold them for $8.00. Bill and ROl said the 



price will be what the printer's bid was, and we should keep the cost at $8.00. We thank them 

for their persistence in completing this project. 

We have received blueprints from John C. Smith, Jr. and Dorothy A. Smith from 181 Mapleflower 

Rd. who want to make a three lot subdivision, South side of Mapleflower Rd., 3000' east of 

Mapleflower and Little Conestoga Rd. The property boundary is within 500 ft. of the historic 

resource, but the proposed building envelope is greater than 600 ft. from the historic resource. 

Therefore the Historical Commission does not require either a Historic Impact Study or added 

buffering. 

Motion to pass was made, and seconded by Roz. Letter will go out to the Township Board of 

Supervisors w/copy to Zoning Officer. 

SUPERVISORS MEETING 

Jennifer and Stephanie and Beverly attended. Jen addressed the Sch.oolhouse issue. Matching 

funds will be needed from the township. Stephanie said the supervisors said they are totally 

supporting us. We are looking into grants. Tonight we talked again about covering the roof. 

Jen will contact Mr. Walker at the mill at Devereux and Creek roads. He has covered the roo::, 

and we would like to know what he is using. Even though we had submitted our Nomination 

Form for 11 Most Endangered Places, we can't wait to hear from them to move on. (Note: The 

next day Stephanie called and was advised that we were not accepted, but should apply again 

next year.) Jane says what type of covering for the roof depends on the size and the length of 

time it will be there. We should use the heaviest weight possible because grant money takes at 

least two years. Until a grant is received after submittal, we are not allowed to touch that 

project. So we should take care of the roof now, before we submit for any grant. It is better to 

get the schoolhouse registered on the National Register. 

A work session was set up for Saturday, March 29 th at the schoolhouse to put together a report 

using pictures taken by Ed Smith. It was decided that letters should be sent to Rep. James 

Gerlach, Rep. Tim Hennessey, and Sen. John Rafferty to bring our actions to their attention. Th":' 

is a priority concern of the Historical Commission. The schoolhouse is the signature building of 

our township. Let them know we have submitted a nomination form to the National Trust for 

Historic Preservation and send them a copy of it. Jane mentioned the Chester County Visitors 

Bureau has a deadline for grant submittal on March 31, the next one is October 1. Jane thougrl 

the National submittal reply to us may come in May which is National Preservation Week. 

Stephanie will call the name of the woman contact on Tuesday. I will bring a copy of the form to 

our work session Saturday morning. 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

There are meetings going on between the township attorneys, Albert Greenfield, and the new 

Task Force members regarding possible changes to township ordinances to allow the Greenfielc: 

development. 



ORAL HISTORY 

Isabelle has offered to conduct some oral history interviews when the machine is working. 

Beverly has the recorder and it does work. She will purchase some tapes and give it to Isabelle. 

CHESTER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

There is a new photograph exhibit by Jane Latta, which Bill Brewster mounted for the exhibit. 

Latta has traveled allover the world. Also at the Society has an exhibit about preservation 

procedures. Jane said coming up in February 2009 is a Chester County Quilt Exhibit. She is part 

of a project documenting 900 quilts. 150 will be displayed at a time, alternating them. 

PERMANENT COLLECTION 

We have several articles from the Daily Local and a program of The Second Annual Rebecca 

Lukens Award Honoring Jane L.S. Davidson on March 20, 2008 at the Graystone Society in 

Coatesville. Jane is honored for her many years as Chester County's historic preservation 

officer, and putting together the Iron & Steel Heritage Region District designated as a Nationa 

Historic Landmark. She is considered a Pioneer in Historic Preservation. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Isabelle attended the Chester County Preservation Network meeting on March 8 th at 

Brandywine River Museum. The conference concerned demolition of historic properties. The 

message was historical commissions need to know of any construction in their townships, and 

be aware of what is going on with their historic resources. She donated several brochures to 

our files. The next Preservation Network Recognition Celebration meeting will be at Springton 

Manor Farm on June 25 th 
. 

Janet Grashof has attended several meetings of the Historical Commission. Tonight we voted to 

accept her as a member of our Commission. She will bring with her much background in 

working in the Township) as a volunteer on several commissions) and was a Township 

Supervisor. 

Beverly will attend the Supervisors meeting on April 3rd 
. Keys to the new file cabinet will go to 

Jennifer and Betty Randzin) Township Secretary. 

Meeting adjourned 9:30 PM, 


