
April 28, 2008 - Wallace Township Historical Commission Minutes 

The meeting was held at the Wallace Township Building, and opened by Chairman, Jennifer 
Harkins at 7: 10 PM. In attendance were Stephanie Grunwell, Elaine McGrew, Isabelle 
Blank, and Beverly Bock. 

The March 24 minutes were approved as amended with a motion by Stephanie, and seconded 
by Isabelle and Elaine. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Preservation Pennsylvania Membership card 
Chester County Historical Society Membership card 
An invitation to a reception at the Chester County Historical Society 
Preservation Pennsylvania Brochure - A Conference on Transportation, Heritage, and the 
Environment, May 12 - 16 
Letter on new subdivision from Elizabeth and Robert Bryan, 151 Indian Run Rd. In luded 
with this letter was a copy of a letter from Pennsylvania Museum and Historic Commission 
regarding possible archaeological artifacts uncovered during earth disturbance. The official 
request for permit has to go to the Planning Commission before we can address the issue. At 
the Planning Commission meeting we have to request permission for our representative to be 
at the site when the earth is disturbed. If any artifacts are found, we will follow the advice on 
the PHMC letter, and further work is delayed until PHMC can investigate the site. 

SUPERVISORS MEETING 
At the April 1ill meeting, the Supervisors presented a recognition to Jane Davidson for her 
many years of service to the township on historic matters. She received an engraved crystal 
vase and flowers We raised the issue of the church sign, and there is some confusion around 
the zoning ordinance on signs. Discussion between our members about our role in the 
township. All the historical commissions in the county have the same role, recommendations 
only. Bev mentioned that at a Preservation Network meeting the questions were raised by 
several commissions about giving us "more authority" 

We talked about the sign at the Presbyterian Church on Fairview Rd. We wrote the Zoning 
Officer a letter about several issues we had about the size, style and position. He was at the 
meeting and the church representative was also there. However our opinions and concern 
were completely ignored and they started constructing the sign anyway. 

We are concerned over the Supervisors attention or non-attention to the corresponden ewe 
present to them. They had several days to read our report on the Indiantown Schoolhouse, 
but had not read it. Stephanie suggested we should write them a letter demanding more 
attention to the important issues we present to them. After we send letters to them, we could 
also read them aloud at the meeting so there would be no question that they did not know 
about them. We spend a lot of time and energy on our issues and do not appreciate the way 
they handle them. They refuse to make any decisions until we come up with some prices. 
They suggested we should get estimates on the roof repair and removing the cupola. Jennifer 
is meeting with roofer Chris Wagner at the schoolhouse on Saturday. Another roofer is 



Albrecht Roofing, who deals with historic structures and we might contact them also. Also
 
we might ask Norm Glass for a reference. We then will present these to the Supervisors and
 
ask them to do something to move ahead on the project. How did the Supervisors allow the
 
building to get into this condition. More money will be needed at this point because of the
 
neglect Isabelle asked if the township web site could include information about the
 
schoolhouse.
 

Jennifer wants to write a letter to the Supervisors and recap the action at their meeting. They
 
asked us to get estimates and we are doing this. We ask them to read our letters they receive
 
before their meetings, put them on the agenda and be prepared to act on the information at
 
the meetings, so we can go forward.
 

PLANNING COrvnvrISSION
 
Talked again about the Bryan subdivision They want to create 2 lots, 1 of 5 acres and the
 
second 5 acres. Conservation easement papers were sent to Wallace Trust Request waivers
 
because they share a drive with Gillespie family. Buffering required. The Fire Company says
 
this is OK Request possibility for a third lot Fire Company says that is OK Wooded area
 
so they have no need to plant shade trees. We will discuss this at a later date.
 

Popjoy development still has no plan for their acreage in Wallace Township. 14.5 Acres in
 
Wallace Township is recommended for a denial. They can't do anything in our township
 
because they have no plan AI Greenfield wants to change the township ordinances for his
 
development He is interested in buying the Comstock house.
 

PERMANENT COLLECTION
 
Daily Local News article about the Hankin Group, February 26, 2008, about change in
 
solicitors.
 

ORAL HISTORY
 
Isabelle interviewed Katie Stevens on April 25, 2008. Beverly will transcribe, and the copy
 
with the tape will be kept in our archives.
 

OLD BUSfNESS
 
Janet Grashofwas officially approved as a new member of the Historical Commission.
 

Janet Grashof had suggested creating a contact between the new Springton Manor
 
Elementary School and the Indiantown School to heighten awareness for the children of the
 
history of the old school We discussed several projects to raise funds at Community Day
 
One idea is to sell shingles. Bev will contact a woman who creates Cat's Meows. We need to
 
send a picture of the school, and a short description for the back. We plan to get a small
 
order for Community Day She also suggested contacting the alumni for contributions They
 
have their annual reunion in September at the schoolhouse. We plan to make copies of the
 
1883 Breau Map and the Witmer Map to sell at Community Day Jennifer mentioned that
 
Richard Bollinger has done a picture of her church, and they were selling prints. Maybe we
 
could ask him to paint a picture of the schoolhouse. We would have a number of them to
 
sell, he would be able to sell them also. More ideas about art to sell. Bev will call Jane
 



Choc, and ask how much she charges. Discussed the school alumni when they are here in 
September for their annual reunion. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Our next attendance at the Supervisor's meeting will be May 15. Stephanie will attend. OUf 

next meeting will be on May 27 instead of May 26th because of Memorial Day. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM. 


